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Librarians from the Biblioteca Wacional visit Canal Zone Library Reference Room
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Seles, Civil Affsirs Director, right, and Mrs. Eleanor Burnhem, Cenal Zone Librarian, centsr,
Aungust 4, 1953,

Col. Richardson
discuss library metters with B. Pereira J., Director of Biblioteca Nacional, left.



4s 1t approaches the fortieth amniverssry of itz founding

.

in looking baeck on its contlnued and expanding contriobublon - togelier
with its sister culiural cenbers in the Republic of Panams - to ih
preservaiion and dissendnatlon of knowledge, which in a free world

knows no boundardes. It looks forward toward a vista of ever-expanding

opportunities for service.

~ileanor D. Zurnhan
Librarian-Curator
Sepvember 1, 1953 Cansl Zone Librory-liuseun
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and Jwiior college students want material on certain themes such

as ballistiecs throush the ages, penology in varicus counitries, or
perhops 1o the Inculsiiion.
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and, in recent years, Iron U
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c58 covered here are colol

ors the Isthmus. Juiong Lne meny sud

nistory of Fanawma, coffee growing in Guatemala, and nistory of tne

borberos of ¥ Too, pany adulis boke correspondence CoOurses

th boox reviews aud added reading
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visiting student preparing o thesis or tne VASILILY SBLACT acjuiir—

ing background for a novel or for a historicel vook of Panosa.
Aong the general pudliec an amazing pumver OF eluos end
societies abound, showing remarkable vardictles of inverests in all
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voeations and nobbies. The artists want to kuow oW
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for a Beaux arbs 5all. The stayw clubs identlfy stamps and the
orchid society conbinually vejuests all availavle material on
orvchid collecting, growing and identification. The women's clubs
ask for recines, for [lower arrangenents, for rules of procedure.
The athletic clubs want names of winpers in diffe

the years - and sucih items as

?érhaps the group interested in archaeclogy is the largest, if the
treasurce hunters and divers can be included. laps, charts and nhoto-
zraphs are soughit, as well as writben leads, and the identification
of the Tinds inciudes everything in the Library. Lapidarists are
srowing in nurber, and they sbudy geclogy as weil as processes of
stone cubtting. The recreation and hobby grouss use Informa tion on
how to work in copper, wrougnb lron, lcather, pnaper, tin, or Low

to organize activities for camp iife. The lovers of pets are al-
most 3 clvb and the usual questions on care of boxers or Samoyeds
are intermingled with how Lo take cere of parrots, baby mnarmosets
or golden frogs.. Those interested in agriculiure call for nsmes
and addresses of national organizations in the Stsles, such as Dim
zeon fanciers, for information on how 2 raise chinchillas, milk

~ »

goats, hamsters; hydroponic farming and nlant propagabion ofevery-

hing from avocados to black pepper.
The changing, woving cuality of the population here iIs

2

apparent in many resuests for recent publicetions ¢ opcerning the

[

chi. The theater sroupss seek plays and tips on make-up and props.
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political and

Alaska to MNew Zezland. The cducational
receives careful serutingy from toth thoss
new land and those who just visit. 4lsc, requests for zddresses
ef far off hotels, of business {irus
But of course the majority
cern Panama and the Janal Zone. Inberest is contipuous in the fol-

lowing:

the French Canal Jars;

construction days; San 3las customs,

costumes and lanctage; historie and present day monunents, churches,
forts, cities and towns; the flora and Taunaj size, history, oper-
ation =nd costs of the Janal; treaties; jeology and cconomy; and
(since %he l!'"t scems endless) ruseuns and librarisst

~Hulda Henderson

Assistant Librarian
Septenber 1, 1953 Jonal Zone Litrary
HH%be
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Tunstlons of the Capal Jone Library
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provide typical United 3tabes publie library facilities for
fan R )

tiie populaiion of the Sansl Zone. 50 Zhat all residents of Ythe Canal

Gone may snare allke in this publie library service, two branch

}_J

ibraries and five deposit libraries are at oresent maintained in

o

Canal Zone communities othier than incon, Balboa and Diablo Heights
which are served b
{he Cristobal Branch Litrary is the oldest and largest branch.
It is a guiet and pleasant rcom on tie second floor of the administn
Fion Building in Cristobal. It has a permanent colleciion of sone

20,000 volumes, its own public catelog, and a collection of reference

books for the use of Atlantic side residents, As COristobal is such

tfn

an imwortant shipping center, some ¢f the Zanal Zone Libraryts files

py "

¢f shipping material, such as Lloyd's Zegister of Shipoping, are kept

there. OCristobal alsc has its own subscriptions te thirty-Tive
periedicals. Lrs, Aubth Turner has been the librarisn in charge at
Cristobal for ten years and 1s keerdy aware of the interests and needs
of her patrons. 3he 1is ably assisted by lirs. Lucy Kelly, abt present

on leave in Eagland, and by lirs. Dora Licllhenny whose artistic abiliiy

1s reflecied in the delizhtful exhibits and neat signs used in the

Cristobal library.

i

Although all technical library work for the branches i

[
£,

done abt the iain Library, the Jristobzal branch provides a good d
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13-4=52(7) Saturday Morning Story Hour, La Boca Branch, Panama Canal Library, La Boca, Canal Zone February 4, 1950




of reference and readers' advisory service. ition, the entire

o amsis , eq gm
faecliisies of the Livrary systen are avallable from the llain Library

B

second largest of the branches is the La Soca Sranch Librory
located in a large, airy room on the ground floor of the La Zeca

T

Occupational High

UJ
,.3-

ool. This very atiractive small Library becane

a part of the Janal Zone Library system in 1948 and Turnishes pudblic

D

kel

library service to the La Boeca commupity as well as fulfilling its

primary purpese cf a school library for the La Boca Oceupationsa

Senool and the La Boca Branch of the CJanal Zore Junior Zollege. The
branen liprarian in charge is lirs. Lurlene Johnson who trains various

nigh school students to act as part-time assistants. The La Boca

brauch contalins about 2,000 catalozed woolks, has its oun public
cataloz, pLUS &5 meny’ DooKs as can be accommcdated on a leng-Lerm

loan basis from the Lalin Library.
The remalning five Dranches do not have thelr own perianent

collections bub operabe as "deposit libraries™ by means of large

indefinite loans from the llain Livrary. They vary in size from

750 to 2,000 wvolumes. Thess small branches may

o

E VORI o PRI, B B S B = R S ST, T S M
& Iwictlon periormed ol o CONECUNZLIES Lin LLe UOLDSd OULLES OF a

L hJ H x e am N H Ty e R = 1 .
it7 where bthere is & demand for Logks. Jinen fThe cirgwiatiorn 1S 1o

o

longer epnourh the brench or when other
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circumstances arise (s, for instance, the transier of the town of
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Krs. Eleancr D. Burniam, Livrardian-Jurctor of the Canal
Zone Library-invseun, come Lo the CJaral Zopne in 1936 as Assistant

Librarian of The Penama Canal Librery and becarme L:-_‘ofarian of the
Sanal Zone Library in the épr:‘:;ng of 1946.

ﬂ

She is a graduate of lewecmb Jollege of Tulane Universiiy,
ew Crleans, Louisiana, U. S. 4. with a B. A. degree, and also holds
a graduate degree in Library Sclence from Jolumbla University, lew
Yorx.

-

Prior te her employment on the Isthpus, she served as Li-

o]

trarian in ehorge of Reguisitions, Louisiana State Un 1vers:L‘:,»r Library,

Baton Rouge, Loulsianz.

iirs. Burnhar, who was the former liss Eleanor Dunn, was
married in 1945 to Bredie Burnham, a former Isthoian newspaperman,
who 1s now -mlodfed in the Persomnel Burean of the Pansme Canal

Sompany.

1rs. Surnham, bogebher with her husband, has owned and
opersbed several sailing boats on the Isthuus and hne ‘sailed extern—
sively in the Bay of Pasasa. 5She is a member of the Balbea Yzeht
Club and an awdlizey member of the U. 5. Power 3quadrons, Canal
Zone Pacific Chavter, a U. S. organization of pleasure bosating
enthusiasts.

She and ir. Burpham have acguired preserty in Las Jumsres,

Repudlic of Panams, wiere thery plan to build their Lome.




Urs. Eleanor D, Burnham, Librarizn-Curator
=~ QCapal Zone @ibrary-liuseum




the reference workd in the Sanal Zone

T 1 g

Library is handled by wliss Mulds Henderson, whose prolessional

LY

librery training was coaplebe®in “the University of Vashington,

P R M Ty nlm & gy ek e z ol [ S P ;  J 2.
Seatile, Jashington, in 1949, She 2 4. Cerree in

seven years of library experdience. ifer former residence was

Tucson, Arizona and she has traveled and studied i Mexlco and

France. She has teught library science in the Universityr of
Tanama. She 15 a regular contributoer bo the Yonth in Panama.

L soulnbture and sural painting,

ner larse and a8 yeb

-
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liiss Hulda Henderson, Assi. Librarian-Curator
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varying assortment of snimals.

Price atbended schools in Boston, t'assachusebts, and

exployed by the Janal Zone Librory in 1050, Her chief interests

o s

are baseball and qusic.
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